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SUBJECT: INTERIM REPORT ON EC COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS' 
MEETING OF DEC. 20. 1976: NEW EC BEEF IMPORT LEVY REGIME 

REF: (A)EC BRUSSELS 1 1595,(B)EC A-472,(C)EC A-28 OF 2/7/74, 

(D)EC A-41 

BEGIN SUMMARY: 

THE EC COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS APPROVED A 
NEW LEVY REGIME FOR BEEF IMPORTS WHICH WILL COME INTO EFFECT WHE 
THE SAFEGUARD CLAUSE IS LIFTED APRIL 1 (REF.A).THE MINISTERS 
MAINTAINED THE GATT QUOTA ON FORZEN BONELESS BEEF AT 38,500 
M.T.FOR CY 1977 (REF.B).THE COUNCIL AGREED THAT THERE SHOULD BE 
SPECIAL IMPORT ARRANGEMENTS FOR 75,000 MT.OF BEEF FOR PROCESSING 
TO COVER EXPECTED EC NEEDS NEXT YEAR (REF.C).THE COMMISSION WILL 
BE OFFERING CANNED BEEF AND BONELESS BEEF OUT OF EC INTERVENTION 
STOCKS UNDER THE JUMELAGE SYSTEM DURING THE INTERIM PERIOD UP 
INTIL ITS EXPIRATION NEXT APRIL (REF.D).END SUMMARY. 
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IMPORT LEVIES 

EC AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS ON THEIR FIRST DAY OF A TWO-DAY COUNCIL 
SESSION AGREED TO A NEW BEEF IMPORT LEVY SYSTEM WHICH WILL COME 
INTO EFFECT APRIL 1 (WHEN THE IMPORT EMBARGO IS LIFTED ( AND WHEN 
JUMELAGE IS TERMINATED1BASICALLY THE NEW LEVY SYSTEM WILL 
WIDEN THE PROTECTION FOR EC PRODUCERS WHEN THEIR MARKET PRICES 
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ARE BELOW EC SUPPORT PRICES, AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEN AVERAGE EC MARKET PRICE IS : APPLICABLE LEVY IS : 

90 PERCENT OF ORIENTATION PRICE 1 14 PERCENT OF BASIC LEVY 
MAXIMUM 
PROTECTION 

1 06 PERCENT OF ORIENTATION PRICE NIL MINIMUM 
PROTECTION 

THE BASIC LEVY IS EQUAL TO THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ORIENTATION 
PRICE AND THE LOWEST WORLD OFFER PRICE FOR THE PRODUCT IN QUESTION. 
UNDER THE OLD SYSTEM, IMPORT LEVIES WERE DECREASED ACCORDING TO A 
SET SCALE WHEN EC MARKET PRICES EXCEEDED ORIENTATION PRICES, BUT 
THERE WAS NO PROVISION FOR INCREASING THE LEVIES OVER 100 
PERCENT OF THE BASIC LEVY WHEN MARKET PRICES WERE BELOW ORIENTATION 
PRICES. THE NEW SYSTEM WILL ADJUST LEVIES MONTHLY.TEXT OF THE 
IMPLEMENTING REGULATION WILL BE PUBLISHED WITHIN A FEW WEEKS. 

WE WILL FORWARD IT BY AIRGRAM WHEN AVAILABLE. 

GATT FORZEN BEEF QUOTA 

THE COUNCIL APPROVED MAINTAINING THE GATT QUOTA FOR FROZEN BEEF 
AND VEAL IMPORTS FOR CY 1977 AT 38,500 M.T..THE SAME LEVEL AS 
OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS.BUT THE COUNCIL MODIFIED SLIGHTLY THE 
MEMBER STATE ALLOCATIONS UNDER THE COMMISSION PROPOSAL; EG. 

UK QUOTA IS 12,750 M.T.INSTEAD OF 12,150. 

BEEF FOR PROCESSING 

IN VIEW OF THE EXPECTED NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY PROCESSING INDUSTRY 
NEXT YEAR.THE COUNCIL HAS AGREED TO SPECIAL IMPORT ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR 75,000 M.T.OF BEEF FOR PROCESSING.OUT OF THIS AMOUNT, 25,000 

M MT.OF BEEF FOR CORNING WILL BE IMPORTED LEVY-FREE AND THE REMAINING 
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50,000 M.T.OF BEEF FOR PROCESSING CAN BE SUBJECT TO A LEVY 
EQUAL TO NO MORE THAN 50 PERCENT OF THE BASIC LEVY.LAST YEAR THE 
COMMUNITY DID NOT PROVIDE SPECIAL IMPORT ARRANGEMENTS FOR BEEF 
FOR THE PROCESSING INDUSTRY. 

JUMELAGE 

DURING THE REMAINING EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF JUMELAGE (THE SYSTEM 
WHEREBY BEEF IMPORTS ARE LINKED TO PURCHASES OUT OF EC INTERVENTION 
STOCKSI.THE COMMISSION WILL MAKE AVAILABLE GREATER QUANTITIES 
OF CANNED BEEF OUT OF INTERVENTION STOCKS DURING JANUARY 
AND FOR THE FIRST TIME BONELESS BEEF UP TO A MAXIMUM 20,000 
M.TDURING FEBRUARY-MARCH. 

HINTON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, IMPORTS, MINISTERIAL MEETINGS, TARIFFS, MEATS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ECBRU12570 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760468-0649 
From: EC BRUSSELS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 225/aaaaavre. tel 

Line Count: 110 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 EC BRUSSELS 11595 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 JUN 2004 by chengls>; APPROVED <12 NOV 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INTERIM REPORT ON EC COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS' MEETING OF DEC. 20. 1976: NEW EC BEEF IMPORT LEVY 
REGIME 

TAGS: EAGR, EEC, GATT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



